


 

We are learning to incorporate their culture and 

presence into our school environment. The school 

community acknowledges the strong ties to the 

land and the significant contribution Aboriginal 

people have made to the area.  

 

Community 

The school was founded in 1905 and the grounds 

include heritage listed buildings of cultural and 

historical significance. The community of 

Applecross Primary School reflects an increasing 

cultural diversity.  It is not unusual to hear a range 

of languages including Russian, Chinese, Arabic, 

Persian, Indonesian, Malaysian, Thai, Afrikaans or 

French, in addition to standard Australian English.  

This cultural diversity is celebrated throughout the 

school year and influences the programs that the 

school considers and the expertise 

of the staff with the inclusion of 

an ESL teaching staff.  

Present within the area are 

a number of families 

whose historical links are 

generational.  Our 

students enjoy factors of 

positive influence on their 

lives that allow them to 

learn and grow to their 

potential. 

                    

Facilities and Resources 

The school is extremely well resourced.  Offering 

high quality educational programs requires 

ongoing assessment and improvement of  

resources.  Through the support of our P&C 

Association, and thorough and innovative 

management practices of our own financial 

resources, we are able to maintain a program  

of continuous improvement.  

Program Delivery 

At Applecross Primary School, education 

programs are designed and delivered to meet 

the needs of our students.  Whole-school 

approaches to pedagogy and program delivery 

are at the forefront of our planning.  Experiences 

are provided for children to develop skills for life 

including resilience, problem solving, creativity, 

thinking skills and the use of technology to assist 

them with learning. Students have the opportunity 

to extend and enrich their learning experiences 

through a range of extra and cross-curricula 

programs.  

 

Support                                                                                                                      

Our School Board plays a significant supporting 

role for the implementation of the strategic intent 

and direction of the school through this 

avenue.  

The P&C Association is 

very active in its 

support of the school 

p r o v i d i n g 

c o n s i d e r a b l e 

financial assistance 

through the funding 

of many resources.  A 

gradual increase in our 

school enrolment since 

2017 has seen our School Board 

interested in future-proofing our school's physical 

facilities, as well as ensuring programs that will 

equip our students for the future.   

A strong association of co-operation and 

common intent ensures these two key community 

bodies work together for the benefit of our 

students.  

Our Motto   

“Excellence in the Community”       

It is the guide by which we set our standards. 

 

Our Vision 

Applecross Primary School is to provide an 

innovative learning community of excellence 

where we work together to help each child 

achieve full potential. 

 

Our Purpose 

We will strive for 

excellence in all 

that we do and 

embrace strategic 

a n d  v i s i o n a r y 

thinking.  We innovate 

and apply exemplary 

practice, research and planning to 

best support each child’s learning experience 

and achievements. 

 

Our Values 

Together We Value: 

Integrity:  We act with respect, honesty, care and 

compassion. 

Diversity:  We welcome and celebrate our variety 

of backgrounds, abilities, needs and talents. 

Achievement:  We inspire all children to do their 

best through discovery, opportunity and 

challenge. 

Growth:  We nurture our students to become 

confident, happy, responsible, active citizens 

capable of making quality decisions now and in 

the future. 

Culture 

Applecross Primary School is a happy and 

productive place where students, staff and the 

community work closely together to maintain a 

vibrant place of learning.  We have a strong 

tradition of high achievement that is actively 

pursued by all who are involved in the school.  

 

What you will See, Feel and Hear 

See our students learning 

enthusiastically in a broad 

range of activities.  They 

will be demonstrating a 

strong work ethic and 

showing pride in their 

achievements. They 

will be engaging in rich 

discussions, sharing 

ideas, and discovering new 

knowledge through enquiry. 

They will be sharing the knowledge they 

have gained through presentation, co-operation 

and rich discussion. 

Feel valued, welcome and safe in our school. 

Hear children in the playground laughing and 

enjoying interacting in large and small groups.  

They will be confident, expressive and 

encouraging of each other. There will be choral 

singing, instrumental music, artistic endeavour, 

foreign language and organised sporting 

endeavour.   There will be tones of laughter, 

celebration and praise from and between  

teachers.  

 

Recognising Our Indigenous Heritage 

We recognise, celebrate and honour the 

traditional owners of the land on which we 

operate, the Beeliar Wadjuk-Noongar People.    

 
Welcome to Applecross Primary School a place of learning for young children.  This school is on the land of the Wadjuk People who have lived and learned here  for thousands of years.  Our school community recognises them and pays respect to their way of life past and present 



Across our school we are pursuing a culture focused on inquiry 

and cooperative play-based learning with student interests at the 

centre of all that we do.  We aim to plan and deliver an integrated 

curriculum encouraging critical thinking and independent 

learning.  Visitors to our school will see children interacting and 

supporting each other in an inquiry approach to learning  

balanced with explicit teaching that supports the development of 

social, emotional and cognitive skills.  

 Classrooms are set up as flexible learning environments to support 

independent and cooperative learning 

 Opportunities for children to tune in, investigate and reflect 

 A balance of teacher-directed explicit teaching, guided inquiry and 

play-based investigation 

 Explicit lessons in English and Maths with opportunities to apply Literacy 

and Numeracy skills in other learning areas and integrated activities 

 Learning experiences modified to cater for academic levels, social/

emotional needs, cultural and interest differences 

 Teachers support students to use the knowledge learned in explicit    

lessons to work in a team, solve problems and develop ways to answer 

their own questions.  

Ultimately we want our students to leave our school with an 

eagerness to learn and engage in the challenges that lie 

ahead of them in a secondary schooling environment.   

As such they will have the skills and opportunity to choose 

between independent learning and working with their 

peers to  explore, engage and discover. 

Our school has committed to the development of a whole school 

approach to the teaching of English. This encompasses common 

pedagogical approaches as well as the development of scope and 

sequence documents that guide staff in planning, pedagogy, 

targeted outcomes and the measurement of student progress. 

Our program enables staff and students to engage in a wide variety of 

science activities as well the use of integrated technologies. We allow 

for the provision of experiences in science, in our purpose designed 

primary science facility by integrating technologies, engineering, arts 

and maths. 

The Visual Arts and Music programs at Applecross are designed to 

encourage imagination, creativity, curiosity and problem 

solving.  Students  respond to the arts by working with the elements 

and utilising a variety of skills, techniques and processes. 

Opportunities  exist to engage with the arts in the community through 

performances and exhibitions. 

To enable students to make informed decisions about their daily food, 

exercise (activity) levels and mental wellbeing, and provide them 

with skills and knowledge to implement this successfully. 

A Common Approach 

ENGLISH 

THE ARTS 

PhysED 
and  
HEALTH 

SCIENCE 

Students are given opportunities to explore the world, past, present 

and future, to appreciate the world in which we live.  An integrated 

approach is linked to child/teacher interest and relevant to 

individual and group interests.  Year level groups have collaborative 

plans which allows for cross-curricular planning in reading, maths 

and technologies. 

HASS 

Students are to be exposed to an enquiry-based approach to the WA 

Curriculum.  This cyclical approach encourages students to 

investigate, design, produce, evaluate and collaborate. 

TECHNOLOGIES 

Our school has committed to the development of a whole school 

approach   to the teaching of Mathematics. The program consists of 

comprehensive, flexible, topic based components that ensure our 

teachers are able to tailor their pedagogy to effectively reach every 

student.  There is an emphasis  on discussion and students are 

encouraged to enquire about relationships in a mathematical sense. 

MATHEMATICS 

We aim to develop knowledge, understanding and skills to 

communicate in French, respect cultural differences and develop an 

awareness of how language, culture and learning shape a student’s 

world. 

LANGUAGES 



OBJECTIVES TARGETS DATA SOURCE 

1. Build a school environment based on positive     

behaviours and values. 

2. Provide prevention and intervention for 

students. 

3. Provide support for individual circumstances 

such as when a student begins to disengage 

from their learning or when regular attendance 

is not consistent or positive behaviours are not 

demonstrated. 

4. Provide students with a safe environment where 

they feel physically and emotionally secure.  

5. Foster a healthy school culture in which 

achievement takes place within a positive 

social environment. 

6. Provide genuine opportunities for student/

parent participation and student/parent voice. 

7. Build and maintain positive, constructive 

relationships for staff so that they feel 

connected to the school and others within the 

school. 

8. Promote self-care including strategies to 

minimize and manage work related stress and 

encourage empathy. 

 Students and staff members 

are easily able to recall and 

discuss the school values. 

 New student leadership      

program for Year 6 students is 

developed and fully 

implemented. 

 Procedure exists to support 

disengaged students. 

 Students willingly and openly 

celebrate each others 

achievements. 

 Staff express a positive         

approach to both the         

professional and social 

aspects of being at 

Applecross Primary School. 

 Work related stress incidences 

for staff are minimal. 

1. Integris behaviour 

reporting data. 

2. Annual wellbeing survey of 

Year 5 and 6 students. 

3. Annual wellbeing survey of 

staff. 

4. Annual community       

survey. 

5. Annual staff leave data 

through Schools Online. 

OBJECTIVES TARGETS DATA SOURCE 

1. To identify and implement an appropriate maths 

text that will complement the schools approach 

to learning. 

2. To support identified “at risk” students. 

3. Provide enrichment programs and activities to 

students through the application of enquiry 

based maths programs 

4. To develop the maths problem solving skills of 

students across the school.   

5. Provide professional development for staff on 

inquiry based maths programs.  

 Fully implemented maths text 

across the school PP-6, that is 

reflective of enquiry based 

learning in its approach. 

 Documentation of identified 

students exists and is updated 

by teachers. 

 Teaching staff are confident in 

their implementation of boost 

classes for identified students. 

 Years 3&5 students show an 

improvement in First Cut data 

(2021-2023)in the areas of  

comprehension of test 

questions. 

1. 2021 NAPLAN cohort 

data for Year 3 students. 

2. ACER testing on-entry 

a. 2021 NAPLAN cohort 

data for Year 5 

students; 

b. Stable cohort 

NAPLAN data for 

Year 3 to Year 5 

students; 

c. Pre and post testing 

from Envision. 

3. NAPLAN – First Cut data. 

Successful Students - English Successful Students - Maths 

OBJECTIVES TARGETS DATA SOURCE 

1. Identify opportunities for inquiry by integrating 

learning areas. 

2. Explore integrated approaches to identify best 

approaches for year level or learning abilities  

(e.g. learning difficulties, disabilities, gifted). 

3. Develop common understanding for teaching and 

support staff in terms of: 

a. Terminology; 

b. Outcomes of integrated approaches. 

4. Opportunities for extension.  

5. Develop a scope and sequence of skills based on 

General Capabilities essential for integrated 

approaches. 

6. Develop community culture of inquiry including 

students, staff and parents. 

7. Professional Learning. 

 

 Documents created that outline 

links between curriculum areas 

for each year level. 

 Classes are readily mixing so 

that students can share 

experiences. 

 School grounds reflect nature 

play resources and opportunities. 

 Extension classes are running 

both in class and before school. 

 Parents receive updates related 

to enquiry based learning. 

 Staff are participating in mentor 

program.  

1. Annual community       

survey. 

2. Data related to     

participation in mentor 

program. 

 

OBJECTIVES TARGETS DATA SOURCE 

1. To improve the Spelling outcomes of our 2021 

Year 5 cohort whilst ensuring the ongoing 

success of other year level students in the 

curriculum area. 

2. To implement a whole of school Writing program 

so that student Writing and Spelling skill 

development can be enhanced. 

3. To improve the rate of development of 

comprehension skills in our students. 

4. To improve the reading expression skills of 

students in the earlier years at Applecross 

Primary School. 

 The distribution of student 

achievement as represented in 

NAPLAN data (Year 5 2021) is 

comparative to historical 

outcomes as established over 

time. 

 Staff are using a whole of 

school Writing program 

developed by them that 

reflects agreed planning and 

pedagogical approach 

adopted at Applecross 

Primary. 

 An improvement in the 

inferential comprehension skills 

in students in PP-2 anecdotally 

are  noted by teachers. 

 An improvement in the reading 

expression skills in students in 

PP-2 anecdotally are noted by 

teachers. 

1. 2021 NAPLAN cohort data 

for Year 3 students. 

2. a. 2021 NAPLAN cohort   

    data for Year 5 students. 

b. Stable cohort NAPLAN 

data for Year 3 to Year 5 

students. 

3. Phonological Awareness 

Screening Test. 

4. Neale Phonemics Skills 

Screening Test. 

5. Reading Accuracy and 

Fluency Measure. 

6. Spelling Accuracy CVC. 

Wellbeing Integrated Approaches to Learning 



 

Maximising the efficacy of class teachers, our greatest resource, ensures we have a strong impact on student learning 
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